product of nitrogen metabolism in silkworm pupae. Uric acid is distributed mainly in the fat body during the early half of the pupal period, but in the mid-pupal stage it is largely transferred to the rectal sac. After eclosion it is excreted with the meconium. In the male, uric acid increases rapidly in the mid-pupal stage and again shortly before emergence, whereas in the female it is maintained at a constant level until the late pupal stage, when a rapid increase occurs. The two sexes also differ in the changes of total protein content: in the male protein begins to decrease from the mid-pupal stage, while in the female it changes only a little until shortly before emergence and then decreases rapidly.
The sum of the nitrcgen lost from protein and free amino acids during the pupal period accounts for the nitrogen gained in uric acid. These results indicate that the lost protein is catabolized to uric acid via the amino acid pool. 
